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which, is exhibited by the rest of the animal kingdom,
except in so far as tamed and disciplined by man.
There, indeed, those who flatter themselves with the
notion of reading the purposes of the Creator in his
works, ought in consistency to have seen grounds for
inferences from which they have shrunk. If there
are any marks at all of special design in creation, one
.of the things most evidently designed is that a large
proportion of ail animals should pass their existence
in tormenting and devouring other animals. They
have been lavishly fitted out with the instruments
necessary for that purpose; their strongest instincts
impel them to it, and many of them seem to have been
constructed incapable of supporting themselves by any
other food. If a tenth part of the pains which have
been expended in finding benevolent adaptations in
all nature, had been employed in collecting evidence
to 'blacken the character of the Creator, what scope for
comment would not have been found in the entire
existence of the lower animals, divided, with scarcely
an exception, into devourers and devoured, and a prey
to a thousand ills from which they are denied the
faculties necessary for protecting themselves ! If we
are not obliged to believe the animal creation to be
the work of a demon, it is because we need not sup-
pose it to have been made by a Being of infinite
power. But if imitation of the Creator's will as re-
vealed in nature, were applied as a rule of action in